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ARE WE REALLY THE NORTH WEST'S
BIGGEST HOLIDAY DISCOUNTER?

YOU DECIDE...

N2
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MOLD, FLINT, WREXHAM, OSWESTRY,
COME IN ELLESMERE PORT, BEBINGTON & PRENTON
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DENIS SMITH

can we start the season on a winning note?

was really looking torward to the new season - that was
until | heard how pessimistic some people were about «ur
Chances!

People looking in from the outside seem to have prcked up
the wrong impression about this club and 1 can tell vou they
are a long way ofl the mark. We have a well-balanced and
experienced squad, and 'm looking to surprise a tew people
alone the way!

In my career, | have vet to go into a season merely hoping
to survive, It | didn’t think we had the chance to make an
impression, then it would hardly be worth starting the
campaign. It doesn’t matter what level vou operate at, vou
wanl 1o do well in whichever league vou are in and 1 know
that that s not always casy

Yos, the ¢ lub has some very major problems oit the field -
these are well documented and need 1o be addressed - but on
the pitch we will be doing our best to help 1.

thes the side
forward. The atmosphere inside the camp is very positive and
has been since the day we returned lor pre-season training

I have been able 1o bring in a number of new Laces. Plavers
ol the right age bracket, who are not cynical, have vood
CAPOCTICTH ¢ andd know what they are domne. The line up we
started with against Heretord United was a good example ol
that. with Steve Roberts the voungest plaver on our sude!

Not evervthing has gone night in pre-season. We have, as
vou will know, picked up a tew 100 many injunes, with both
Carlos Edwards and Mattv € rowell being longer rerm

problems, but we wish them both speedy recovenes

The heavy schedule around the Liverpool game was a
burden at the time, but having ot through that period, then |
think it will stand ws in good stead 1or the coming nine
months

Well done to the lads who bave received international call
ups tor the up coming Wales and Trinidad matches. I'd also
like 1o congratulate Andy King and his ¢lub on reachimg the
Play-Oiis last ime oul and I'm sure that they can at least
match that performanc e this scason

They will be tavournites with the bookics to do even benter
i the coming months, and that can bring its own problems
but Swindon are a :_“ruatl 15 l]!'l‘t”!l_l'_l club and I'm <ure Andy
will have them well prepared 1or and ihey promaotion
¢ hallenge

Thanks 10 evervone who turmed out agamnst Liverpool aned
has tollowed us during the presscason. Your support has been
mut h appreciated

We are hoping tor another decent turn out this aTternoon
especially with no Premiership games. and it vou are like
what vou see then I'd like to think that vou will be badk 1o
support us when vou can during the coming months.

oy the match..

Read and listen to Denis Smith's post match thoughts this
evening on the club’s omicial website

www. wrexhamaic.co.uk




Denmis

RACECOURSE NEWS

IF IT'S FRIDAY, IT MUST BE DOUGLAS!

The Liverpool match proved to be an excellent curtain raiser
to the new season, even if it did involve the players in a frantic
travelling schedule back and to the Isle of Man, and what a
great sight it was to see the Racecourse full to capacity.

“I think all the players really enjoyed it,” enthused Dragons
coach and former Anfield star Joey Jones after the match. “It
might only have béen a friendly but for youngsters like Matty
Done, it gives them a taste of what the big-time is about.

“I know he only came on for the final ten minutes but |
thought he did really well for a 16-year-old and showed some
nice touches. The way he chased back to deny Le Tallec a
goalscoring opportunity was excellent and bodes well for the
future.”

GOOD NEWS FOR CARLOS

It was a devastating blow for both player and club when the
news broke of the extent of Carlos Edwards’ injury sustained
playing for Trinidad late last season. The stylish wing-back,
voled by his fellow professionals as the best player in his
position last term and a summer transfer target for Coca Cola
Championship side Preston North End, damaged knee ligaments
and will be out of action until the new year.

“The operation was a complete success,” commented a
relieved Dragons’ physio Mel Pejic. “It was very much as we
expected and the main thing now will be to plan a
rehabilitation programme that will get Carlos back to full fitness.
We're hoping to send him to the FA. Centre at Lilleshall to help
aid his progress.”

LATVIA CALLING

Whilst Chris Llewellyn just missed out on a call-up for the
senior squad for Wales’ forthcoming friendly international in
Latvia later this month, three of the club’s up and coming
youngsters were duly selected for the Under-21 squad.

Craig Morgan and Matty Crowell both made their debuts at
this level last term under former Welsh Under-21 manager
Jimmy Shoulder. With Glyn Hodges and Clayton Blackmore
now at the helm, they will be looking 10 establish themselves
ahead of September’s qualifying match with Azerbaijan.

For Simon Spender, it will be a new experience and one that
the 18-year-old is looking forward to: “It's a great honour to be
selected to play for your country and I'm really looking forward
to the game. That said, I've just got to concentrate on pushing
my claims for a regular first team place this season.”

TO GO OR NOT TOBAGOD

Another player to receive an international call up this week
was the Red Dragon’s ever popular central defender Dennis
Lawrence. With Trinidad facing a crucial World Cup qualifier at
home to St.Vincent and the Grenadines, coach Bertillie St. Clair

has arranged a further warm-up game with Guatemala.

The two fixtures could see Lawrence miss out on the vital
trips to Oldham and Brentford but Wrexham having been trying
o seek a compromise solution with the Trinidadian FA. that
would still allow the player to report in good time for his
country.

“It's a difficult situation,” explained Dragons’ boss Denis
Smith. “However, if we allow our younger players to join up
with the Welsh Under-21 squad then | don’t see how we can
‘eny Dennis the chance to play for his country.

“I would never want to stop anyone playing for their country
because it reflects well on them and on Wrexham as a club. But
we don't have the size of squad to cope with intemational call
I.]’l\

COMMUNITY NEWS

The Community Scheme has certainly been busy over the
summer months with several Soccer Schools being run at Fling,
Sychdyn and at the NEWI Sports Centre here in Wrexham.

I'he advent of the New Opportunities Fund (NOF) has also
helped provide the necessary funding to run a series of course
at local schools. Black Lane Primary School, Brynteg CP. St.
Giles Juniors, Ysgol Penrhyn and Ysgol Bodhyfryd will all have
benefited from this before the end of the school holidays. The
courses are free of charge to children who attend the school in
question and they receive football coaching, a meal provided
by Deep Pan Pizza as well as a visit to Techniquest NEWI,

JUNIOR DRAGONS

I'his Season has seen the re-launch of our Junior Dragons
Club. As parnt of the Community Scheme's ongoing commitment
to introduce new supporters o Wrexham F.C., they have waived
all membership fees.

I'he Junior Dragons Club so far has 850 Members with
numbers increasing daily. As we believe in the importance of
encouraging young supporters, all members receive the
follow Ing benefits:

25% off replica Club Shirt

10% off Club Shop merchandise

2 free tickets for a Wrexham first team game

Chance to be a mascot (free kit)

Chance to become ball boy/girl

Discounts on all Football in the Community activities
Signed team photo

Christmas party
End of season party

For more information please contact the Community Office
on 01978 358545.

049 www.wrexhamafc.co.uk
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agony 1nﬂmp!aysuff§"" A PR s e R ""'Unlortunait!lym

:'ﬁechanceﬁarmeloﬂolhe

“Chester had a big  the league tablc bt we - players moved on and
steadily whittled it away and even beat them on the lastday. same came - along, then it was too good an opportunity 1o
of the season, but it was not quite enough. wrn down.
“After 11 straight viciories in the league, we headed for As a quirk of fate wou!d havc it, Wrexham and Hereford

- the Play-Ofis, but fost out to Aldershot following two draws, & already arranged a pre-season friendly before he
the second of which was playved out with ten-men, after "% clubs. So it was a quick return to his former club

Andy Tretton was sent off just 20 minutes into the second - for the keeper and one he certainly en;oyed
Hleeae = . H'Salnauo«ndtuseefamd rfacesa




: l-iuw was he. ﬁm_ehred Qﬂ his return?
. “There was R0 pr
the great year we he ﬁs!‘m'emt,mmmmw
two calls from the cmd as we warmed up :
"Strangely enough, Hereford usually er 10 attack down %
the slope in the second hali, which would have meant me.
d('lendmﬂ the goal at the home end of the ground, but as ll
was the teams swapped ends belore the kick off, so 1 just
had the deserted terraces for company during the second 45
minutes,”
Was it a hard decision to step up a couple of din isions?
“Since being injured at Holl, when | was out of the game
far IB momhswitba selmus knee injury, damaging both
; nts, | have always wanted to ge;
_ mvs?l

I that here: but | know bawill Rave to
em with the players, especially aher ‘ﬁ

e nulmhuf ;anr‘ »

“I see this as a great q:portumlv © pmgmes

know it will be tough, but 1'm prepared 10 work al it and be
. Hopefully, it will come sooner rather than later.

“Come this weekend, | want 10 beon that treamsheet, but
I won't be despondent i 'm nob. 'l be pushing Dibbs all
the way and waiting for my chance.”

While Hereford are a fully professional team, has Matl
noticed any difference in the plaving standards?

“That first game agains! Stoke City canmwe as & good
expenence for me and 1 hope 've got that one out of the
way.

“It’s not something 1 would like to repeat, but it did bring
home a few things and showed me what 1 have to work on
in training.

1 don't 1eel 1 have found my form yet. Whether i's
moving 1o a new club, Fm not sure, but U'm still looking 1o

into a thythm. Once that clicks, then I'll be a great deal

'(mli.eepmg is a specialist |msltlon and one you have 10
work hard at. I'm more than prepared to play my part and
I'm looking forward to helping the club during the season.”
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WELSH FOOTBALL

waiting on the dragon

The out pouring of English mass hysteria, which
seems to hit us every other summer in the final
stages of major football tournaments, always
makes il a difficult time for Welsh football supporters
hardly helped by our won repeated non-appearances!

The continual failure of the national side to qualify for
any of international football’s prestigious jamborees since
the 1976 Luropean Championship (front entrance) and
1958 World Cup (back door) seems to get more and more
pronounced, as we remain at home pondering on what
might have been. .

Never more emphatically rammed home to yours truly
than recently by an elderly parent and a neighbour on
Ynys Mon, if | may be allowed to use them as examples!

My own mother, fast approaching her 99th birthday,
originates from the borough of | lackney in London.
However, she, ‘bless her’, considers herseli a Welsh
subject after residing in Holyhead for 65 years. When |
managed to get through to her with all the latest news,
which included England’s progress in Euro 2004, she
promptly remarked ‘When are we gong to be involved!”

Married to a native of Rhosllanerchrugog (the village of
all talents) and producing a rather (some would say)
eccentric son, and a Welsh football nut and follower oi
sport in Wales to boaot, this has clearly rubbed off on her
after many years of training.

The above is perhaps a light hearted, but also poignant
view of the situation. However, the other could be
described as a little more disturbing.

A met my neighbour, who we will call’ Jane’, walking
down the road. Passing the time of day, she said she was
going to the local supermarket with some tokens she had

collected from a national newspaper to ‘support our boys’.

These would be exchanged for some England items and a
St. George's flag.

In no way wishing to be anti-English here, | thought
good luck to her as a grandmother who was encouraging
the youngsters in her iamily to support their national team
and take a healthy interest in sport. Then it hit me that
Jane is as Welsh as the rest of her family!

Although somewhat ‘gohsmacked’ | was not altogether
shocked as with Wales’ continued absence at high profile
footballing events, the “floating” public of Wales, without
realising it, are being slowly brainwashed into who they

should support as a football nation!

| then plunged the depths of despair when Jane was
asked who she would support if Wales were also
involved? Back came the reply — ‘I didn’t know that they
participated in events like this.’

Talking about hitting the nail on the head! With my
depression now complete, it just stresses how important
the high stakes of qualification really are. However, the
most worrying aspect of all is that too many seem to be
losing their Welsh identity in the middle of all the media
hype and hysteria.

The basis of this article is to express how important - no

imperalive, it is for Wales to qualify for a major finals as
soon as possible, as much for the younger generation as
anything else. They are the Wales fans of the future who
could do without the ‘Jane’s’ of this world. Who may not
be aware of what they are doing, despite having
seemingly good intentions!

The fact that Wales will no longer be featured on
terrestrial television will not help the situation one bit, as
if we do manage to progress this time around, the
downside is that it will nol have so high a profile due to
the fact that not everyone is in the position owning a dish,
or frequenting a local watering hole that can present the
large screen version,

Changing tack slightly but in the same mode, lack of
success at club level in European competitions sadly
continues apace, despite the latest efforts of Aberystwyth
Town, Rhyl, TNS and Haverfordwest County to buck the
trend. Rhyl manager John Hulse feels a change to summer
football, mooted by a number of influential figures in
Welsh football, would not necessarily bring a turnaround
in lortunes. :

However, a switch to more ‘In Season’ fixtures against
European opponents (as has seen to be successful in the
Republic of Ireland, who are now into their third
campaign of summer football) could give them a better
chance, even if it is not as revolutionary a step as our
friends from across the scason have undertaken with their
complete change of seasons.

What is certain is the fact that the game in Wales needs
some overdue success at both levels to ensure that ‘Jane’
does not get her feet too much under the table!

GARETH M. DAVIES

08 www.wrexhamafc.co.uk
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Fhen Andy Gurney’s penalty hit a post and
I .
lashed Withdean

¥ rebound to safety at a rair

: Stadium last Mav, Swindon man wger Andy
King could only reflect on how close his side had come to
'Z.\U*’?_”'I;f; favorites Brighton and Hove Albion from the
Second Division :‘,E,:;; offs

Already a Sam Parkin’s
81st minute :irekt looked to have given the Robins a
lifeline when it took the tie into extra-time. Then

33 N from the first leg

n, Six
minutes into additional thirty, up stepped Rory Fallon to
shoot past Albion keeper Ben Roberts and give Swindon
the aggregate lead for the first time, much to the delight of
their travelling supporters.

With barely sixty seconds left on the clock, and those
same Swindon fans already thinking of a trip to the
Millennium Stadium, the ground erupted to the sound of
their Albion counterparts celebrating Adam Virgo's close
range header which billowed into the back of the net and
meant the two teams faced the lottery of a penalty shoot
out to determine nine months of hard work

The first four players successful converted their spol
kicks betore Tommy Mooney saw his effort well saved by
Roberts. Brighton converted their next two efiorts leaving
Gurney having to score with Swindon’s fifth and final kick
The rest is history but King will be hoping that his side can
build on that experience and go one better this term.

The departure of Mooney to Oxford United during the
close season was a major blow for a club which also has
its financial problems and doubts as to its future home.
King has thus been left with little room for manoeuvre
the transfer market and has spent the past week trying to
bolster his squad following injuries 1o Jerel IH| and Lloyd
Opara. Ifil injured his thig h in last Saturdavy's 2-2 draw
with Bristol Rovers whilst Opara has been nursing a
hamstring strain !

Former Birmingham City midfielder Danny Sonner was
given a run out against Bristol Rovers and did well enough
to earn another second-half outing against Premiership
side Southampton on Tuesday night

“We know he (Danny) can handle a football. That's one
quality among many others vou need at this level. Another
one is the ability to get about and compete. If he shows
me that against Southampton then it will be a matter oi
putting the situation to the board

“The one area or player | haven’t got a replacement fo
though, and need competition for is the Matty Hewlett
ole, the dogged, aggression-style player,” added King in
an interview with the Wiltshire Evening Advertiser.

With Matt Heywood also facing knee surgery, King may

Crant Seith

be forced to ring the changes in defence with Andy
Gurney partnering Sean O’Hanlon at the heart of the back
tour

Matty is seeing a specialist over the next few days and
i an operation is perceived to be the best thing for the lad
then so be it,” explained King. “Heywood has been a
main player at this club for a good number of years and
would be sorely missed if he is forced to have an
operation.”

King is hopeful of signing two further players in the run
up to today’s game, with Tottenham’s Dean Marney
W Ifii 1\ re ;]I lft('r{ as one,

“l am hoping there will be two new players here for the
Wrexham match,” added King after the 2-1 defeat by
Southampton, a game which saw the Robins take the lead
against their Premiership opponents,

| need cover. I've agreed a deal with the manager
concerned for one plm(r and I'm also hoping the Spurs
thing will progress.”

I'he worst case scenario is that no new faces appear but
King is prepared for that, adding: “There are little bits to
look at but | know my ‘eleven” without any new faces
coming in.”

www.wrexhameafc.co.uk 11



David Duke

Andy Curney

Brian Howard

PLAYER BY PLAYER

GOALKEEPERS

20 RHYS EVANS

Evans was the only senior goalkeeper on the Robins books
prior to the signing of Cheltenham’s 35-year-old custodian
Steve Book last Monday. Rhys was given an excellent
grounding in the professional game during his time at Chelsea
where he previously worked under former Reds’ keeper Eddie
Niedzwiecki. Swindon-born, the 22-year-old has been capped
by England at schoolboy, youth and under-21 level and will
be hoping that his spell at the County Ground is a
steppingstone on his way 1o a return to the big time. Released
by the Stamford Bridge outfit in June 2003, he had previously
pulled on the gloves for Bristol Rovers, Queens Park Rangers
and Levton Orient

DEFENDERS

02 SEAN O’HANLON

Joined the Robins for a fee of £150,000 in March 2004
following a successiul loan spell. Sean has been a regular face
in the defence since, netting his first senior goal in the defeat
of struggling Chesterfield last season. Southport-born, the 21-
year-old is a former England youth and under-20 international
who turned professional in August 2002. A product of the
Toffee’s academy set up at Bellefield, he failed to appear in
the first team during his time at Goodison Park although he
will have been given an excellent initiation into the
professional game.

06 ANDY GURNEY

The club captain and a vital member of the County Ground
rearguard, Andy is a versatile player who is usually to be
found at full back, but is equally at home when operating in
the midfield. A Bristolian by birth, the 30-vear-old turned
professional in his home city with Rovers and went onto play
well over 100 times in the famous blue-and-white quarters.
Always dangerous when delivering his trademark free-kicks,
he subsequently joined Reading for a fee of £100,000 in 1999
following a period on the English Riviera with Torquay United

15 ANDREW NICHOLAS

Impressed the Robins faithful immensely since gaining a
regular starting spot last season, Andrew made his first team
debut in the LDV meeting with Boston United. Locally born,
the 20-year-old is a tall and commanding defender who looks
to have a promising future in the game. He finally established
himself last season and made 33 league appearances in what
was his first season for the club, scoring one goal in the

process. Having come through the academy set up at

fatled 1o register a first team appearance and moved onto the
County Ground a little over twelve months ago

19 MATT HEYWOOD
Now into this fifth season in the West Country, Malt has been
one of the mainstays of the Robins rearguard and is a
trapping central defender who likes to dominate the
ipposition forwards. Chatham-born, he is still just 24-years-
old and is likely to once again be a regular in the first eleven
as he has been for much of the past three seasons. Signed
from Burnley in January 2001, he played just 13 times in all
competitions for the Clarets but since his move south has
registered almost 170 outings for Swindon. Suffered a
recurrence of a long-standing knee injury during pre-season
ind may well miss this afternoon’s opener.

22 ALAN REEVES

Ihe brother of former Preston and Chesterfield striker David
Reeves, Alan has made a big impression on the County
Ground faithiul during the six seasons that he has spent with
the club and where he has formed an excellent understanding
vith his defensive colleagues. Birkenhead-born, the 36-vear
id started out with Norwich City but it was following a
£10,000 move to Chester that he first started to get noticed
Now at the veteran stage of his career, the wholehearted
detender moved to Rochdale before playing 27 times for
Wimbledon in the Premier League during a four-vear spell

12 JEREL IFIL
Finally completed a permanent move from Watiord last
maonth, Jerel’s arrival saw Andy King pay the Vicarage Road
club £70,000 for his scrvices but it was a reluctant sale by the
Hornets who were forced to part with him in order to free up
ir budget to strengthen other areas of the squad. A
Londoner by birth, the 22-vear-old was well regarded by
tormer boss Ray Lewington as he is a u_-mm.m(‘iing centre-
back who reads the game well and stands over six feet tall
Good in the air and always a threat from set pieces, he
ginally moved to Swindon on loan during the 2002-2003
season, the first of three such moves to the Wiltshire club

oa

O

MIDFIELDERS

03 GRANT SMITH

A well-travelled midifielder who is now on the books of his
ninth club, Grant joined Town after being released by

12 www.wrexhamafc.co.uk
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Sheffield United and was recommended by Blades' boss Neil
Warnock. )\lthough he arrived in the summer of 2003, he was
made to wait for his chance but featured in the Carling Cup
win at Southend United and again at Leeds United in the
following round with a sub appearance against Notts County
in between being his league bow. His first full start came
during the second leg of the play-offs at Brighton, where he
slotted in admirably at left-back and will be hoping for further
chances to show his worth in the new campaign

04 MATT HEWLETT

Another to have previously pulled on the colours of one of the
Bristol clubs, Matt came through the junior ranks at Ashton
Gate and went onto amass 133 senior appearances for the
Robins after originally turning pro in 1993. Bristol-bomn, the
28-year-old made waves in his teenage vears and was
rewarded with a call-up to the England youth side. A former
teammate of Matt Heywood while on loan at Bumnley in 1998,
he has a good engine and gives his all in the centre of
midfield.

07 SAMMY IGOE

Currently in his second season in Wiltshire, Sammy has visited
the Racecourse on numerous occasions previously with his
former club Reading where he eamed a reputation as a
hardworking wide man who was always liable to produce
something special. Born in Staines, the 28-year-old may be
short in height but more than makes up for this with some
towering performances on the right wing, where he always
shows great enthusiasm and endeavour. Came through the
ranks at Fratton Park and played 177 times for Portsmouth
prior to his £100,000 sale to the Royals in March 2000,

10 STEFANI MIGLIORANZI

Having originally joined Swindon on a short-term contract in
the summer of 2002, Stefani has made a big impression-and is
now one of the first names on Andy King's team sheet. Born in
Pocos de Caldas, Brazil, the 26-year-old arrived at the club
with a question mark over his fitness, but this has since been
more than dispelled as his creative midfield play has made
him a firm favourite with the County Ground fans. Ongmalh
joined Portsmouth from St John’s University in New York in
1999 and went on to play 42 times for Pompey heﬁme
heading ofi 1o Wiltshire on a free transfer.

11 DAVID DUKE :

A regular name in the Robins first team pool for the last four
seasons, David is normally used in a wing back role although
his natural attacking tendencies do tend to mean that he
spends a lot of time pushing forward. Inverness-born, the 25-
vear-old was spotted by Sunderland in 1997, when turning out
for Redby CA, and signed on a iree transfer. Despite his

B e I
¥

T FIVE BESULTS

. versatility, he failed 10 make the breakthrough at the Stadium

of Light but has been a consistent performer during his time at
the County Ground.

17 BRIAN HOWARD

A former teammate and midfield companion of our awn Matty
Crowell during their time with Southampton, Brian failed to
register a first team appearance during his four-years with the
Saints. Winchester-bormn, the 21-year-old made his mark in the
game early on and was capped by England at both youth and
under-20 level during his formative years. Having been
allowed 1o leave the St Mary’s Stadium in the summer of

2003, he ook up the offer of a contract with Swindon, where
he enjoyed a consistent first term.

ATTACKERS

09 SAM PARKIN ;

One of the most feared strikers in the lower division, Sam
tound the net an impressive 23 times last season and was one
of the main reasons that the Robins managed 1o secure a play-
off berth, Roehampton-born, he is stiil just 22 years old, and
the Wrexham defence will have to be at its best this afternoon
to ensure that the former Chelsea youngsier does not carry his
fine form into the new season. Having enjoyed loan spells
with Millwall, Wycombe, Oldham and Northampton, he
eventually | Swindon in August 2002, arriving with a
bang, scoring 26 times in all competitions during his inaugural
season at the County Ground.

16 RORY FALLON

Played against Wrexham for both Barnsley and Smndon last
season, Rory s a tall striker who is always likely to provide a
threat in the air Gpecaally from sct picces. Bom in Gisbourne,
New Zealand, the 22-year-old moved {rom Yorkshire in
November 2003 and was a regular in the referee’s notebook
as he picked up eight bookings and one red card last season.
Also turned out for our near neighbours Shrewsbury Town
during a three-month loan spell in the 2001-02 seasons,
although he failed to find the net in his 11 appearances for the
Shropshire club.

MANAGER

www.wraxhamafc.co.uk 13
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DREAM TEAM

Football historian LEIGH EDWARDS seclects 8 post-war Swindon Town ‘Dream

Team' with the help of several Swindon

FRASER DIGBY

England Under-21 goalkeeper who was a key figure in
Swindon Town's 1992-93 First Division play-off final
triumph. Signing professional for Manchester United in
April 1985, he moved to Swindon in September 1986
and featured in that season's promotion success. He was
ever-present in 1988-89, starring as they qualified for the
play-offs in successive seasons and were Coca-Cola Cup
semi-finalists in 1994-95. Also featuring in the 1995-96
Second Division title triumph, he had a testimonial in July
1997 and played 417 League games before joining
Crystal Palace in August 1998, then played for Barry
Town.

ROD THOMAS

Welsh international right-back who was capped 30 times
while at Swindon Town. Initially with Gloucester City, he
moved to the County Ground in July 1964 and was a key
figure in Swindon's 1968-69 promotion and League Cup
'double’ success. He also starred in their 1970 Anglo-
ltalian Cup final triumph and netted five goals in 296
League games prior to joining Derby County in
November 1973. Featuring in their 1974-75 League
Championship campaign, he moved to Cardiff City in
November 1977 and subsequently had spells with
Newport County and Gloucester again before becoming a
publican.

JOHN TROLLOPE

Long-serving left-back who holds Swindon Town's
appearance record. Signing professional at the County
Ground in July 1960, he made his League debut in
Swindon's 1-1 draw at home to Halifax Town a month
later and was ever-present in seven consecutive seasons
including the 1962-63 promotion success. He featured in
Swindon's 1968-69 promotion and League Cup 'double
campaign as well as their 1970 Anglo-italian Cup final
triumph. Scoring 21 goals in 770 League games for
Swindon, he was coach before managing them between
November 1980 and March 1983, then their vouth-team
boss. His son Paul is a current Welsh International.

supporters and club officials.

GLENN HODDLE

Former England international midficlder who was player-
manager as Swindon Town reached the Premiership in
1992-93. Signing professional for Tottenham Hotspur in
April 1975, he starred as they won promotion in 1977-78
ind then won the FA Cup in two consecutive seasons and
the UEFA Cup in 1984. He moved to Monaco in July
1987 and helped win the French title in 1987-88,
becoming Swindon's player-boss in August 1991. Scoring
nce in 64 League games, he left to take charge of
Chelsea after the 1992-93 First Division play-off final
triumph and has since managed England, Southampton
and Spurs.

COLIN CALDERWOOD

Commanding central defender who was capped 36 times
by Scotland after leaving Swindon Town. Signing
professional for Mansfield Town in March 1982, he
moved to the County Ground in July 1985 and starred as
Swindon won the Fourth Division title in 1985-86. He
also helped to win promotion in 1986-87 and then
teatured in two further play-off finals including the 1993
Wembley triumph. Scoring 20 times in 330 League games
for Swindon, he moved to Tottenham Hotspur in July
1993 and subsequently played for Aston Villa and
Nottingham Forest. He is now managing Northampton
Town.

SHAUN TAYLOR

Influential central defender who was ever-present
alongside Colin Calderwood as Swindon Town reached
the Premiership in 1992-93. He impressed with Bideford
before moving to Exeter City in December 1986 and
starred in their 1982-90 Fourth Division title triumph.
Joining Swindon in July 1991, he was the sole ever-
present player in their 1993-94 Premiership campaign
and also featured in the 1995-96 Second Division title
triumph. He netted 30 goals in 212 League games while
at the County Ground before moving to Bristol City in
September 1996 where he has become development
coach
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MIKE SUMMERBEE T F)I AI_
Brilliant winger who was capped e s by England
atter leaving Swindon Town. h C heltenham s E KI
fown, he moved to the County Ground 1 h 1960
and was an import r 62-63 REBRANDING FOR ALL?
Omoton success cague
nes prior to joining r Cil \ugust 1965 ow many times have we been
amassing a vasl collectic M ind European promoted? Well: 1961-62 under Ken
honours under the Joe Mercer/Malco Allison p H'.HI"!'\hii) Barnes' management: 1969-70 under
at Maine Road. Subsequently with Burnley, Blackpool and John Neal; 1977-7, the only time as Champions,
HT'H'H'H"": Lounty, he is a successs _i' ' an and his under Arton Griffiths: 19¢ 13 under Brian Flvon
son Nicky also starred SO0 and of course the season before last when we
e bounced back at the first atter under Denis
',‘ _:'-: RN ke b b S Smith. So. fiy nes? Well, ves, and er....no!
Town's leading marksman in four su i Sl | suppose it depends on what yvou call
including their 1962-63 promotion triumph. Bom locally, promotion. As far ng in the top thr
} winty i sMarch |_| wr ana promotion to a }'!IIE:I?P-' th". ISION
4 L« e games 1or by that sons noled above are
; rhampton Wanderers in correct 1920-21 and 1957-58 we
September 1965. He was top scorer as they regained top- tion! How so? Well we
il '-.ihf stalus 1in 1966-67 and "\-ié'!‘ﬂ'iil 1T plaved tor 1921-22 trom T|l'l¢‘ {-,[‘-{
Everton, Coventry City, Doncaster Rovey d Bristol City, 3 Zation
3173-74 FA Cup He later ran the of the Foo
ibury and then becamx window TRATE
IP.'III!HJ, on
(‘I,‘,: I HOT
PAUL RIDEOUT rather th
England U-21 international striker who was Swindon
Ttr‘.-‘.!"] s le 12 20 Iscorer in two consecutive s asons. He
was Swindon's vo t player at 16 yvears 107
1ys against Hull City in November 194 ind netted 38
goals in 95 Leapue s while at the County Ground
l-u"u.m joining Aston Villa in June 983. Moving via Nalian
club Bari to Southamplon in 1988, he rejoined
Swindon on loan in March He had spells with Notts
County and Gl: S prior 10 joining Everton in
Augusl 1992 and Cug ner in 1995, then
played for several clubs in China and Tranmere Rovers
PETER NOBLE
Versalile favourite wh 3

O Wa4as ever-presd

‘1!

in Swindon

Town's 1968-69 promotion and | e Cup double’ Onit
triumph. Initially with C tt, he joined Newcastle elo(
United in November 1964 and played top-flight footbal

before moving to Swindon in January 1968. He scored

twice in their 1970 Ang

netted 62 s in 2

Ip

final success and

2043 ngs prior to joining
Burniey in June 1973 semi-finalist in 1973-74
he was twice ever-present for the Clarets and leading . 1

A e L.,l__ £ _ e t,".{in“ rship is still the First Divi
marksman in 1978-79. He subsequently plaved for
Blackpool and has since run a sportswear business in
f

Burnley
DON ROGERS
England U-23 international winger who scored twice in
Swindon Town's 1969 Leapgue Cup final success. Siening

professional at the County Ground

1 October 1962

lcat in indon's 1962-63 promotion campaign and
was ever-present in four successive seasons. He starred as
Swindon won promotion n 1968-69 and the Anglo- Sion Of
italian Cup in 1970, reuniting with Bert Head at Crystal
Palace in November 1972. Moving to QPR in September . > A L ™ .
S . S i Confused Eddie (Hoping for promotion to the....
1974, he rejoined Swindon in March 1976 and net 14 3
als in 412 League wes overall for the Rebins. He has ef-...)

indon.
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PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY

WREXHAM: Matt Baker
Andy Dibble 74), lim

Whitley, Alex Smith
Andy Holt 46), Stey

Roberts, Brian Carey

q

haun Pejic 46), Dennis

mnwwrencoe E-‘.IH‘!‘.

Paul Kur
Vialino, Wavne

Dave

REFERE

ATTENDANCE: 1.82

AWAY: 517

L

B”—f My

y

Hector holds his position

match of the <e

ew signings Matt Baker, Alex
Smith, Dean Bennett and the ret
Williams N J[--H!htf‘ nNew Dok
sons” side. For Stoke, former Racecourse
» Dave Brammer made his first
appearance after his protracted move fro

lhams who showed first, hin
20-varder over Ed de Goey's bar whilst Hectos
Sam nearly opened the scoring early on whe

jumped the

mrisingily out

oiant tormes
21

Chelsea keeper but was unable to steer
resultant header into the gapping nel

The home side were well on top, but Adi
Akinbivi was a constant threat and his battle
\\ ATy 'Was one Di‘ the main features
ol ng match. Indeed, the former
C man lorced Baker i Hor ha
comiortable save trom 20-vards a ey ha
}-:-l-\-.'r‘:'-".-'!"-'l'!hlI?_

t was still mamly Wrexham doing most of
the attacking with Ferguson in particular pullin
the strings 1o good effect in mid &r

he visitor's defence with a great ball
box aimed at the dangerous Sam, but
detender recovered ) sl I ba

T}

e tormer Wolves and Manch
schemer certainly had hls eye-in ar
Llewellyn on the right-hand side of de Goey’s
penalty area and the striker torc b
save at the foot of the post.

| 100k .!\\{‘{!-(i('\l".‘.f:

i

Wds N0 !\Uf[)l’]jﬂq f
Ferpuson was involved. It was his
pass that had the ho
the back foot but Smith, advanc
.;'l;:".:l:'-j (4] h.]\e ('f(—'];‘!\FJ oo long
wever, he did well 10 pt ]
line and Chris Llewellyn side-footed

delence on

ng in from the

ck lrom

home at the near-post for the first goal of the

wtunately, the advan
three minutes, as Clive Cl;
ball tfrom the Wrexham rig

Keé swung over the

W and Gitton Noel

WHREXHAM 1 STOKE CITY 1

Danny Williams surges forward

Williams out-jumped the advancing Baker to
oop a header into the net from 10 vards out.
Hall time saw the Reds make three
substitutions with Shaun Pejic, new bov Andy
Holt and Simon Spencer introduced in place of
Smith, Bennett and Carey respectively. The
visitors made just one change and that was in

poal with former Everton keeper Steve

Simonsen taking de Goey's place bt

omewhat bizarrely

Sd
» outfield plavers
changed numbers. Don’t you just love pre-
siason'!

Wrexham were soon back on the attack early

in the second period and Llewellyn hit a

stinging shot which was blocked as the ball
irched towards Simonsen’s goal. Hector Sam
then nearly restored the Dragons’ advantage
twice in the space of just sixty seconds. His first
effort was a long range shot that struck the
inside of Simonsen’s right-hand post and the
Trinidad International followed that up with a
vell-placed header which forced the keeper
into a good low save low
Andy Dibble made a welcome return to first

team action on 74 minutes following his
horritic injury at Peterborough last term, and it
was pleasing to see that he emerged from the
dug-out to rapturous cheers from the Dragons
porters, Bennett also returned to the fray at
» same time, this time at the expense of
lewellyn.

The veteran keeper was soon into the action,
tipping a shol over from Chris Greenacre before

plucking a corner out of the air under great
pressure.

Unfortunately, the number of second-hali
substitutions disrupted the flow of what had
been an entertaining game, although with eight
minutes left, the Reds had loud appeals from a
penalty turned down by referee Trevor Parkes.

Bennett fed Sam and the striker twisted and
turned, but then saw his shirt grabbed from
behind by the defender. However, the referee
saw matters differently and waved play on
much to the disgust of the home crowd.
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PRE-SEASON FRIENDLY

WREXHAM: Andy
Dibble (Matt Baker {
ve Roberts (Shaun
Brian Carey
rence, Simon
Andy Holt
Darren
euson, Danny
ilams, Jim Whit
Mackin 65), Chris
T ddMm
lark

SUBS: (

LIVERPOOL (1st half):

f

Wi E.’:.H.—

Le Tallec

LIVERPOOL (2nd hali):
) BIETMYY

REFEREE: M.

ATTENDANCE: 1

) 2004 st

t was new boy Djibril Cisse that got m
e tent but in the end &

French youngster Anthony Le Tallec

the show with two goals .I-»ll\t"'l'i)t' 2Ol 1
pre-season preparations off 10 a2 w

with this come-trom-behind 2-1 vic it the
Racecours

he only player to stay on the

feid tor the entire 90 minutes ary

er's faith with an excellent doul

serve notice that he intends plaving more
part in the first team this season
d

21 pla

Benitez use

M mana

Smith had

to the senior squad

' his second full O utes

lay, there was also a place on the
or another tramnee in Levi Maclh the

ns’ playing resources were stretched to the

lhat said, manager Denis Smith il I

1 with his g-}de‘_i _i"‘..',__ neg parti lar

1O 1her more ‘zl».fr.nau-()pi‘\n'-r‘- nis =1 1
wghly deserved when the home side
took the lead atter 19 minutes as the Liverpool

detence nceded their first goal in the Be he

uson, the subject

¢ to his United ties, 1ooh el
orner and as the ba
d a cross that Dennis
owards goal, wh (
nd to make sure the ball rlew past Chr

wd from close range.

ethack served to spark Liverpool int

action and they drew level | minute
iter. lgor i--"*'.l"l '|\hl'_] Was ¢ Ipre { L
nm :.:. “--: | r.l"‘!‘.l"(i d ::’_‘ln Si ) 1 I 1w

base of Dibble’s right hand post and the Frencl
( thony Le Tallec was quickest to the
oose ball 1o tap home t
X 1 enjoved a g I PROSSESSi
the first half and really e 2On¢ O
the i [ back in fff_l. L. Furs n Spender

WREXHAM 1

isted a polden opportus

pODpDed

up u
despite his it;_-\.? etic
on '.-||'."l" from a simiiar Qi

Benitez made ter

es to his team at h:

ime, with only Le T
vhich kicked off the ga

DeINg a much y

Hieak hev were Cer
It was voung Scot Re

» of the second

distance drifted 1

Horent Sinama Pons wed his second

nalt run out and came Cle

on e ol

» lead. He

with a low shot

a Cou

occasions to giving Liverpool

lorced Dibl

it Just w

2 Liverpool

were a real handiul

hout the second

yher

hance

period

after 70 min ngolle latched onto
b

e ball over the

his team-mates pass but [if
]

bar from close rar
The duo lin}

t minutes |

as Pongolle dri

Vrexham defence and ut

» ball into the

ish into the

W madade NO misia
lar ormer
First trainee Done, who has shown up

well in the Youth team’s pre-season friendlies

was then give his first laste of senior action and

the youngster showed he was capable of taking

t passes on the left flank

cont Iﬁ!'
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defending the faith

rexham make the short trip to Boundary Park
day hixture ol
e (ne « ‘.1‘“1[)1.‘ n
As ever, the Latics will provide a stern lest for the Drag
with Oldham Athletiec manager Brian Talbot looking 1o build
his side around'new signing Rodney Jack, the lamaican
striker having previously played tor Talbot at Rushden &
D .-!",hlﬂd!:-.

next Tuesday night for 'ht'-'r first a

the new Coca Col; |]r“

Reports irom their pre-season matches sug ggest a more
direct approach; with fellow Jamaican international Jermaing
lohn
every opportunity. 'J]' as the Oldham fans have nicknamed
him, has been the Latics
instrumental in all three
Rochdale lasl Saturday.

Having set L,;l the tirst for Danny Boxhall, lohnson
capitali :r:d on a long ball out of defence to race clear and
slot the ball past the advancing Rochdale
added a second shortly afterwards, once again a direct result
of his |)I|Hh‘fin';_: pace

( )Ic'fmm 5 n"n" reverse per-season was -i“

|+

iV dréd ai

n look to cross the ball high into the pen

r pertormer this term and was

goals that clinched a 3-0 victory at

keeper. Johnson

-0 home :J("(
by Premiership Bolton Wanderers. Indeed, that so far ha
been the only goal conceded by a vouthful Latics 'r,u:-'\_;u.'i"'l
although Talbot has injury doubts ahead of today's trip to
Luton Town.

Will Hanning had been strug ggling with a toe injury before
then picking up an ankle injury at \nu.l ind, which forced
him off at hali time. It passed tit, he seems set 1o partner
another new signing, Mark Arber, in the centre of defence at
Kenilworth Road

The vastly experienced John Eyre, defer
and forward Wes Wilkinson have also suffered slights knocks
in the build-up to the new season but manager Talbot
remains optimistic that he will have a full squad to seloct
from at Kenilworth Road.

Hopefully Will Haining and John Eyre will be fit and we'll
lake -'. from there, [ '71)_1)1 both of those plavers are
1.’11‘\

Hall

tit because
. It's nice to see Chris [\rflf;-n Boshell and
ying hc-g ause they hadn't played last season and
it's nice 1o have them back.

Sadly for former Wrexham loanee Chris Killen, he suffered
a recurrence of a hamstring injury in training on Wednesday

This must have been a m

1ssive blow for the player who
trained throughout the entire summer in a bid to end his
injury nightmare. The striker even travelled to Lilleshall to
spend a week on an intensive recovery programme, but it
seems to have been to no avail,

BEES ARE A BUZZING
There can be little doubting the in

pact new manager
Martin Allen had upon Brentford following his late season
le Barnet

in Park side escape from relegation

e from Conference

Having seen the Gri

: the final day of the season, he has been extremely busy in

 transter market, bringing in several new faces

And with the arrival of veteran winger John Sa
)eon Burton, detender And
ee, Allen sees no reason why the ¢l

lako, striker
v Myers and South Korean San
i

annot progress.
The lads who've come in have selt w‘ in fine. They are
ood people and the squad respect each other, so now only
me will tell.
However, the Bees boss had mixed feelings following his
.

wde's 3-2 friendly victory at Aldershot on Wednesday night
}eon Burton gave the Bees ;

1 2-0 advant age wil th }.‘ual
wer side of lhr_‘ break betore the hosts pufu d level in the
pace of four minutes with strikes from Aaron MclLean and
Roscoe D'Sane but the visitors sealed the victory with a
ler from Chris Hargreaves.

ast night's game proved 10 be a very testir

¢ and tough
st what we
needed after the good performance on Sunday against
Allen told the club's webs

v game against good opposition and is jus

=

A plus was seeing the team raisc their game when

ot equalised for I was delighted we came again

nanaged 1o get a winner
But the negatives were the fact we
which is a disappointment.

» conceaed two goals

\nother positive is that Mr [Michaell Dobson looked

closer to tull fitness. He is w ‘f-lkm; hard on the

mning pitch
Andy Mvers and they both hr_rij-e to be Fli._n ing 90

minutes on Saturday at Newmarket, to help bring the pair of
them up to full fitness

Allen turther strengthened his squad this week when he
Charlton defender Michael Turner on loan, initially for

Oone n .r""\

The 20-year-old has been captain of the Addicks reserves
ror the last two vears and trained with

mates on Wednesday.

Brenttord could vet prove to be the surprise [}J(Ln.;(‘ in the
division and will provide Wrexham with another difficult

his new Bees team
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YOU CAN PUT YOUR
SHIRT ON OUR
COVERAGE

Follow the Reds...
read David Lovett every night in the

nenne . EADER




1967-68 all promise

Iter mf;s:ing out on promolion In jil?-l SIX

points in scason 1966-67, Wrexham manager

Alvan Williams decided 1o return to his
tormer club, Southend United, for several players in an
ellort 1o bolsier promotion he pes tor the new campaign.
Centre torward Ray Smith quickly proved an excellent
acquisition, as did versatile defender Steve Ingle.
Midtielder Tony Beanland was also snapped up trom
the ['ssex outfit whilst the other two major signings
were full-back Alan Bermingham, from Skelmersdale
United, and intfluential midriclder Terrv Bradbury (from
Levton Orienti. So. aspirations for a successful season
were high.

The season opened with a home fixture against Luton
Ray Smith’s header, on the hour, seemed to have won
the points until a late equaliser eamned the “Hatters’
twho would become Division Four « hampions) a point.
Deteats at Tranmere (1-2) in the League Cup and
Southend (1-3) in a grudge match
obwious

the reasons being
were lollowed by a 2-0 home win over
Chester. Further home victories against Barnsley (2-4))
and Hartlepools (6-00 saw the Reds move upwards
whilst both those teams would ultimately join Luton in
gamning promolion! However, lwo detfeats in South
Wales tat Swansea 0-2 and Newport 2-3 respectively)
showed our inconsistency,

One big disappointment came in earlv October when
Brenttord won 2-1 at the Racecourse thus ending our
unbeaten home league record that stretched back to
\pril 1966, The Reds shrugged that on as they deieated

Mirlington 3-1 and Southend 4-1 on the “Course

Away torm improved with draws al Exeter (2-2),
Brenttord 10-00 and Chester (1-1). We also registered
our hirst awav viclory 2.0 at Lincoln. Home wins over
Waorkington (5-0), Halifax (2-0) and Crewe (1-(0 put
Wiexham into seventh place, just four points oif the top

lour,
*

December began with a 1-1 draw at Notis. County but
disaster struck in the I A. Cup with a 1-7 mauling ot
Bradiord Citv. We were even 1-0 ahead early on and
had another efiornt disallowed! Another away dav, at
Luton, brought a 1-2 defeat before we played Rochdale
twice al Christmas — winning at home (2400 and then
Iu&.m-., ()-3

Bad weather during January saw the Reds play only
one league tixture, as Swansea were beaten 2-1 on the
Racecourse. Progress was made in the Welsh Cup. but
only just! The Reds defeated Bethesda 1-0 on the
“Course in a poor game.

February proved to be a disastrous month plaved five,
lost five! First was a 0-3 reverse at | lartlepools
followed by Newport's 1-0 victory at Wrexham
The Reds then lost 1-3 in the Welsh ( up when Second
Division Carddl travelled 10 North Wales.,
The month ended with another 1.3 deteat (this time at
York), betore Bradtord City won 2-0 on the Racecourse.
This fixture saw Gareth Davies make his league debat
tor Wrexham,

March opened with two awav draws, 1-1 at

Darlington and 2-2 at third placed Bamsley — usualls
8 I
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grounds for the Reds. But, a 1-3 defeat a LOOK WHO'S TALKING

cslerield was JUSt aroul 1d the corner!
owever, Wrexh rlixhl“ljuli"lt rof

(A e | X114 S i) - ot Wil i f
0. . I |
uch needed) victories. Indeed, we woere |
o ) during the hinal 13 games o i )
| " 1 .
dershot were bealen 2-1 as Steve Stacq (

le substitute to score the winner, The [ 1 CAN YOU IDENTIFY WHICH WREXHAM PLAYER HAS
me win as Chesternield were sound ol ANSWERED THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS? YOU CAN
v an in-form lan Moir netting two. Moir r FIND OUT JUST WHO IT IS ON PAGE 32.
ice v a 2-1 win over Lincoln. The Ri
rded only their second away win, 2 FAVOURITE HOLIDAY
Vorkinglon DESTINATION?

A\pril ope ned with a 2-2 draw at Halifax bet
nstering the ‘double’ over bottom placed Bradior
-\.e_-;:i_,i- at Easter. Exeter then gained

here and our visit o Crowe !'.’lti:',-‘j’lf d SIMUAar n

Wrexham rounded oft April with home vict

Port Vale (1-0) and Notts. County (2-0) but an ¢ WHERE WOULD YOI
i promotion had now passed the Reds by BUILD YOUR DREAM
In the final away same, Wrexham gaines

Vale Park and we finished the season witl

home win against York City — that resull condemney
Minstermen' to a re-election .:Fn;siu ation. Wrexh,

themselves, linished in eighth place

ind sj

them

DI: THE WHICH PLAYER DO YOL
/l 967‘58 ‘-._ MOST ADMIRI
Southend visited North Wales on a rainy Monda

( W 1obher evening with Wrexd JImM oul 10 newi

deteat at Roots Hall the previous August. In the

team was a certain Sammy McMillan, wh | become FAVOURITE TEAM
out of lavour wilth Reds” boss Alvan Wil v, Wrexham \ liked Barcelona
hiked Barcelona
helded Ray Smith and Tonv Be. . bt o Milan team t
" 1 ' vilidan (eamn
plavers 'T!i'--‘tli-!!":\ SPICt o The prow ey : R 1
R | ned e hkes ol ucl
Indecd, it was Sammy ‘Mac” who opened the scoring e uuc
i} ’ 1 ¥ " nd Marco
vith a Close ranee cltorl aller only two o .
Wrexham couldn’t pet going in the tirst h A 1l

put a stranglchold on play but this would ¢h . FAVOURITE FLM

lhe break

eodlmout Jmble
- on 50 minutes, and FAVOURITE FOOD
WREXHAM
Neacher n the hour

ASSOCIATION FOOVBALL CLUB LTD : Id pick spicy chicken
ot s Jheacd Hi'ﬂlfh ; .
1s hat

1ad as op or m

BEST GOAL SCORED

¥ | _!I:li
Don W - That would have to be for
; wir 4-1 \ xham, when we were
e erting a down to nine men against
rOss Colchester United and |
Revenyd weet! grabbed the equaliser.

HOBB H S
Fne Ke axing and w atching the television or

he 1967 » movies. |'ve also k thinking
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Goalmouth scramble against Airbus

The referee checks the Airbus wall

RESERVES & YOUTHS

@F e lake the opportunity this week to catc!
i up on three more of our pre-season

B W outings. It's been a difficult pcruurl vhat
\\nh Liam Jones, Phil Gray and Mike Wi away
in Northern Ireland with Wales for the .mnual Milk
Cup tournament and the likes of Jamie Reed,
Matthew Done and Kieran Quinn called up into the
first team squad.

Indeed, while Jamie and Kieran were ‘only’ on
standby it was good 1o see Matty make his senior
debut in the prestigious friendly with Liverpool at the
Racecourse and also play the second half of our
third/fourth place play-off against Carlisle United in
the Isle of Man. But these absentees meant that the
squad was left somewhat threadbare for the trip to
Airbus UK and, in particular, for the home clashes
with Rochdale and Oldham Athletic.

We made the short trip to Broughton three weeks
ago on Saturday 17th July 1o face an Airbus UK side
promoted to the Welsh Premier League as runaway
champions of the Cymru Alliance last term. A young
Dragons side put up a spirited performance but the

superior experience and strength of the home side
proved vital as the ‘Planemakers’ eventually
triumphed 4-2.

Lee Acolt opened the scoring for the home side on
15 minutes with a smart lob over Dragons’ keeper
Danny Evans and Andy Thomas doubled the hosts’
lead from a free kick five minutes later. But the
Dragons showed that they are made of stern stuff and

nly the width of a crossbhar denied Gareth Evans’
header from pulling a goal back shortly afterwards.

However it was a short-lived reprieve for the home
side and an Andy Spencer brace clawed the Dragons
back on level terms before the interval. He reduced
the deficit on 39 minutes with a well-struck angled
drive and then levelled the scores just before the
break with a superb 25-yard iree kick.

Owr slick passing had us in control as the second
hall progressed but we were caught out on 59
minutes when Airbus substitute James Hussaney
weaded in a Steve Hughes cross to restore his side’s

lead. Acott added a late fourth to clinch a somewhat
Hattering victory for the Welsh Premier League
newcomers.

In fact, their assistant manager Gary Wynne was
full of praise for the Dragons in an interview with the
Evening Leader after the game. “It was a good work
out for the lads,” he said. “Wrexham brought a young
squad of players with a good mix of first year pro’s
and second vear YTS lads and they did very well and
gave us a good game of football. They have obviously
been taught the right way and had a bit of steel about
them

The following Tuesday, 20th July, we entertained
Rochdale in a youth friendly at Colliers Park and won
tar more comfortably than the 3-2 scoreline suggests.

“We played well,” reflected Centre of Excellence
Director Steve Weaver. “It was a comfortable 3-2 win
In fact it should have been more!

The first 20 minutes we kept the ball really well
but didn’t look like scoring. However, they did have 3
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or 4 good chances during this period - but more
because of our poor defending. | think it took us a
little time to settle down and get used 1o the pace of
the game after having played a couple of games
agairm senior sides le'Tt_.rs-h‘l'-ni

Just after the 20-minute mark we took the lead
\\'h[_‘ﬂ Chris Evans burst forward at pacCe 1O receve a
pass from Graham Roche, and flick the ball down for
Marc Williams to finish well. But it was 1-1 a minute
later when a defensive mistake allowed a ‘Dale
player to run through and slide the ball past Michael
Jones.

“We did very well then and had numerous
chances,” added Steve. “We must have forced about
ten corners and from the last one Marc Williams put
us back in front with a near post header

“It was no more than we'd deserved at that stage
and, in fact, we should have been further ahead. We
put a few things right defensively at half time and it
paid off after the break.

It was 3-1 when Andy Spencer did well down the
right hand side and put a great ball in for Mar
Williams to challenge a defender to an aerial duel. It
was Marc that got the touch and duly found the net
for his hat trick.

Spencer then went close with a header; Mar
Williams forced a great save from the ‘Dale ‘keeper
and a Chris Evans shot was blocked by a superb last-
ditch tackle by a visiting defender. The came one of
the most bizarre incidents you'll see anywhere on a
football pitch.

It all started with a Dragons cormer. There was then
a melee in the penalty area before the ball was
[mrtiz'lH\ cleared to Aaron Braisdell. He hit a stunning
volley that flew into the top corner of the net. A goaf
vou might think! But, the ball somehow found a hole
in the net and carried on its trajectory some
considerable distance. Neither the referee nor his
assistant were sure what had happened so gave a
....... goal kick!

“We were arguing about the decision while the
goal kick was taken quickly and Rochdale broke up
field. Michael Jones made a good save from a teasing
cross but the ball broke kindly for a forward to score.

“But there was no real onslaught after that and we
held on comfortably. We were delighted with the
result really, We played some good football —and
could have score 4 or 5 more.

A fortnight ago we took on Oldham Athletic in
another vouth friendly at Colliers Park and were
beaten 5-2, though the scoreline reflected more the
physical difference between the two sides than
footballing ability.

The loss of 'kt‘*?pt’*f Michael lones on 73 with the
score at 3-1 to the visitors with the Dragons enjoving
a good spell didn’t help our cause either; the
youngster receiving what looked like a broken nosc
after an innocuous collision with a Latics forward.
With no substitute keeper striker Aaron Braisdell had
to take over between the posts and did well before
being beaten twice in the closing six minutes

ERVE
URE

Ponlin’s League Division One Wesl

BE
FIi

Wed Aug 18 Manchester United
Wed Sep | Shrewsbury Town
Wed Sep Blackpool
Wed Sep Bury
Wed
Tue
Wed Macclesfield Town
Wed Chester City
Wed
Wed Carlisle United
Stockport County
Oldham Athletic
Rochdale
( hester (
Burnley
{
13 Shrewsbury Town

The Dragons struggled in the opening exchanges
and it was no more than the Latics really deserved
when they opened up a 3-0 lead with just over half-
an-hour played, Indeed, only a couple of fine stops
by Michael Jones and a header off the line by Chris
Evans prevented the half time score being more.

The second half was a different story though, as the
Dragons came out with more purpose and direction
and were rewarded with a goal back on 48 minutes.

Braisdell did most of the spadework down the left-
hand side and his low cross was side-footed past the
visiting keeper from about 12 yards out by Andrew
Fleming, a trialist recently released by Everton.

lamie Reed, having only returned from the Isle of
Man in the at 2.30am having been on standby for the
first team’s clash with Carlisle United, then curled a
right foot shot a few feet wide from the corner of the
penalty area. The same player then shot wide under
pressure from two defenders a few minutes later as a
dramatic recovery looked on the cards.

Then came the injury to Jones, though it didn't
seem to affect the Dragons too much at first as Reed
pulled a second back on 78 minutes with a clinical
header

Roy Cardus forced a couple of fine saves after
Oldham’s fourth and fifth goals — goals that were a
tritle unlucky after what was a valiant Dragons effort
after the break.
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The Seaguils
The Cherries

(’W%

The Tractor Boys

The Hatters

The Tykes

The Clarets

Ceetely
C.%
Gty

The Gilis

The Biades

Ceetely

The Miliers

The R's

Certely

The Shakors

The Shrows

The U's
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The Sky Bives

Cartid

The Latics

Ceetoty

G wd%’

The Blues

The Dale

The Quakers

The Red Dragons :

The Royals

CerGili

Ceetety

The Swsans

The Diamonds

The Che :.

/},/:, /’ 4,"

The Spireitea

72 Clubs. The ‘Coca-Cola’ Football League. The Real League.
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Jason McAteer Wayne Allison

THE FIR

. -F-’dlﬂ Merson

REVIEW

Continuing on from the last home game, in this edition of Red DOragon News
we attempt to complete our look through the transfers that have taken

place during the summer months.

rian Little has been able to secure the signatures

of Michael Jackson and former Oldham loanee

Calvin Zola, to add to his Tranmere Rovers
squad. Sensationally, Little has also captured the signature
of former Republic of Ireland international Jason McAteer.
The ex-Bolton, Liverpool and Sunderland midfielder joins
on a two-year contract and Little was clearly delighted to
get his man. Talking to the clubs official website, the
Rovers manager said: “He (McAteer) will be an inspiration
to everyone around the dressing room and it’s a bonus to
get a plaver of his quality

McAteer himsell predicts a season of success for Rovers.
Speaking on BBC Radio Merseyside, he commented: “This
season we're one of the favourites and hopefully we can
get something going and get promoted.”

Another Irish international who will be gracing the
Coca-Cola League 1 is ex-Leeds United midfielder
Stephen McPhail. The current Eire international was one
of a number of new faces 10 arrive during the summer at
Barnsley. Now entering his first full season in charge of the
Oakwell outfit, manager Paul Hart has begun to shape a
squad that he believes is capable of securing promotion
Other faces to join the Tykes include former West
Bromwich Albion defender Mau Carbon, powerful 63
target man Barry Conlon, goalkeeper Nicky Colgan,

(g3l LEAGUE 1

TODAY'S OTHER FIXTURES

Bristol City v__Torquay United -
C heatemeid v__ Brentford -
Doncaster Rovers v Blackpool

Hartlepool United v_ Bradford

Hull City v__AFC Bournemouth
Luton Town _v__Oldham Athletic

Milton Keynes Dons v__ Barnsley

Peterborough United v Tranmere Rovers L
Sheffield Wednesday v Colchester United
Stockport County v__Huddersfield Town
Walsall v__ Port Vale

Mansfield Town centre back Tony Vaughan and former
Peterborough and Birmingham midfielder Tom Williams
who has joined on a free

One man leaving Oakwell is goalkeeper Marlon
Serestord. The experienced stopper has returned to Luton
‘own where he spent the earlier part of last season. Mike
Newell has been fairly inactive during the summer but
was more than happy to have secured the services of the
lormer Turf Moor goalkeeper: “Marlon is an experienced
player and we are delighted to have him back”.

Newell will also be looking to build on the enc ouraging
torm that the Hatters showed last term. However, this time
round they will be without the services of inspirational

iptain Emerson Bovce who has joined Crystal Palace on
1 free transfer.

A team who will similarly be loc sking to build on the

uccess of last season will be Colchester United. Phil
‘arkinson led his men to a credible mid-table finish
season and will no doubt be hoping to push towards the
play-offs this term. Parkinson has recruited no fewer than
r players to his ranks, including the experienced centre
back Wayne Brown who joins from Watford following a
successiul loan spell at Layer road last season. Also
joining Brown is the much-travelled goalkeeper Aiden
Davies, with United becoming his eleventh professional
club. Parkinson has also added Stephen Hunt, who signed
from Reading and George Elokobi who joins from non-
league Dulwich Hamlet.

Chesterfield boss Roy McFarland has added three new
faces to last season’s squad. Wayne Allison joins on a two-
year contract from Sheffield United and Spirites fans will
be hoping to see the big man add to the 150 career league
goals he has scored to date. Also plying their trade next
season at Saltergate will be full back Shane Nicholson
W } 10 rejoins from Tranmere and former Arsenal trainee
Alex Bailey who joins on a free.

Oldham Athletic will be looking to improve on last
season’s flirtation with relegation. Boss Brian Talbot has
been linked 1o a number of signings but currently the
Latics boss has only made two additions to his squad.
Mark Arber has moved from Peterborough and Rodney
Jack has followed his ex-boss from Rushden & Diamonds.
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sign former C an Smart, QPR defender Steve
Palme d Australian Under-23 international Gareth
Edds, 1o bolster their young squad from last term.

Completing the round up is Paul Merson’s Walsall. In
his first full season in charge, Merson will be hoping that
the Saddlers are able to bounce straight back at the first
time of asking. Hoping to achieve this, Merson has added
the services of the experienced M Kinsella. Saddler’s
boss Merson told the official web siti He (Kinsella
her up but he wanted tc
come here and we move ckly 1o get his signature

Merson has also added 24-vear-old defender Kof
Dakinah who has signed from FC Copenhagen who joins
on a one-year contract following a trial spell.
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DATE OPPONENTS v RES ATI AWAY POS  REFES SCORERS TEAM
7 Sal SWINDON TOWN H e
10 Tue Oldham Athletic A . .
14 Sat Brentiord A
21 Sat  PORT VALE H
24 Tue Hull Citv LGCP A -
28 Sat  Bourmnemouth A 2 _ .y
30 Mon BARNSLEY H o __
SEPTEMBER B
4 Sat  Bladooo! A
11 Sat  BRADFORD CITY H
1B Sal Tranmere Rovers A
25 Sat  SHEFFIELD WED H
OCTOBER
2 Sat Doncaster Rovers A —
9 Sat PETERBOROUGH -
16 Sat  WAILSALL H
19 Tue ester United A
23 Sat ] i A
30 Sat  HULL CITY H il
NOVEMEER
6 Sat  lLuton Town \ —
20 Sat_ BRISTOL CITY H -
27 Sat _Huddessfiold Towr A . e
DECEMBER -
7 Tue STOCKPORT COUNTY H
11 Sat MK Dons A
H
A
CHESTES H e
JANUARY 2005
1 _Sat BLACKPOOL H T
Mon Sheffeld Wednesday A — _
8 Sat Peterborough A
15 Sat  TRANMERE ROVERS  H
22 Sat  Chegesfield A
29 Satl DONCASTER ROVERS H
FEBRUARY i -
Waisall A
TORQUAY UNITED _ H —
Hiull L_lt} A
ve COLCHESTER UNITED _H
MK DONS H
MAR Z
Hartlepool United A Sy
OLDHAM ATHLETIC _ H 0
19 Sat  Swindon Town A
26 Sat  BRENTFORD H
29 Tuc  Port Vale A 2l
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_’.‘ :\1- Hi‘!-" Sy ‘\
16 Sat  Briaol Ciy A
23 Sat  LUTON TOWN H -
30 Sat  Smckpon County A
MAY il B
7 Sat HUDDERSHELD TOWN H
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DRAGONS ROLLCALL 2003/2004

Player

ARMSTRONG, Chris
BARRETT, Paul
CARLY, Brian
CROWELL, Matty
DIBBLE, Andy
EDWARDS. Carlos
FDWARDS, Paul
FERGLUSON, Darren

HOLMIS, Shaun
INGHAM, Michael
[ONES

JONES, M
LAWRENCE, Dennis
LLEWELLYN, Chris
MACKIN, Len

Birthplace/D.O.B.

Newcastle, 19 June 197
Newcastle, 13 April 1978
Cork, 31 May 1968
Bridgend, 3 july 1984

Cwmbran, 8§ May 1965

Part of Spain, Trinidad, 24 Oxctober 1978

Manchester, 1 January 1980
Glasgow, 9 February 14972

Derry, 27 September 1980

Preston, 9 5S¢ sterrber 1980
Wrexham, 29 May 1973

15 August 1983
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League League
Appearances Goals
19 ,

19 2

Qi {)

B 0

) )

109 |

11 0

139 5
o3

15 5

16

|

0

1344

Cup Cup
Appearances  Goals
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<y Wrexham v Swindon [

When Scored

How & Where Goals Scored

g

____ Shots a1

Headers 11|

————— — voleys 4 10

[ o A E - 3
|

Penalies 2. 27

5 60 N5 &0 on nw rreeKicks 1]

Own Goais 1 13-
Shots on Target

srsmssssssmase

259  Shots on Target

— Goals Scored 50 : Goals Scored

bR e Rl

% of Shots Scored

Scores fom e Kick

19.8: % of Shots Scored

Headedgoais  Mooney 8

Inside 6 yards  Parkin 7

Shots from 6-18 yards Moeney, Parkin 8

. 5

| § Scored st Goal in match Mooney, Parkin 9

162 Jones M, Bamett 1  Mostgoals in last 10 Pawkin 5
: L el

When Scored

[ o e = om0

G WE B8 S8 BN

||

Discipline

Red Cards .
Yellow Cards 70
Average per Game  12.04
Scored from Free Kick 13

- o] e O

|

2|

Last 6 & Swings Seasonal ress Comparison Last 6 & SIm'ng

1| Swandon ]
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Chris Llewellyn Rhys Evans

WREXHAM SWINDON T.
1. ANDY DIBBLE ; RHYS EVANS
2 JIM WHITLEY 2, SEAN O’'HANLON
3, ALEX SMITH 3 GRANT SMITH
4. STEPHEN ROBERTS 4. MATTHEW HEWLETT
5. BRIAN CAREY 5. ADRIAN VIVEASH
6. DENNIS LAWRENCE b. ANDREW GURNEY
1- CARLOS EDWARDS s SAMIY IGOE
8. DANNY WILLIAMS 8. RORY FALLON
9. CHRIS ARMSTRONG 9. SAM PARKIN
10. DARREN FERGUSON 10. STEFAN MIGLIORANZI
i1. CHRIS LLEWELLYN 11. DAVID DUKE
12. DEAN BENNETT 12, JEREL IFIL
13. MATT BAKER 14. LLOYD OPARA
15. CRAIG MORGAN 15. ANDREW NICHOLAS
16. MATT CROWELL 16. STEVE ROBINSON
17. MARK JONES 17 BRIAN HOWARD
18. SHAUN PEJIC 18. ALAN REEVES
19. ANDY HOLT 19. MATTHEW HEYWOOD
20. LEVI MACKIN 20. STEVE BOOK

21. SIMON SPENDER
23. HECTOR SAM
24. DANNY EVANS
25. KIERAN QUINN
99. SCOTT WATKINS

match officials

REFEREE: S. W. MATHIESON
ASSISTANT REFEREES: K. MATTOCKS, J. D. STOKES FOURTH OFFICIAL: C. N. HARWOOD

official club away kit matchball
sponsors sBpOoNSors sponsors
Cadbury's

HOLE IN THE WALL

: HERNN
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5 - DAY DELIVERY
NATIONWIDE

MINERA ROOF :
TRUSSES LTD. =

*Top Quality Roof Trusses *5 Days Delivery
*Specialists in Complex Design *Free Quotation.

Five Crosses Industrial Estate, MINERA, WREXHAM LL11 3RD.
Telephone: 01978-758869/758476/750293

Fax: 01978-750293

Visit our web site:— www.minerarooftrusses.com
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Telephone Numbers Ofiice 01978 262129 Shop 01978 352536
Commercial 01975 352536 Fax 01978 357821 Community 01978 158545

Chairman Alex | lamilton Directors Dave Bennett, Steve Gooderson, David Griffiths, John
Reames, Life President Pryvce Crilliths Vice President Harold Evans, Malcolm K Davies
Manager Denis Smith Assistant Manager Kevin Russell Football Co-ordinator Joey Jones
Physiotherapist Mel Pejic BSciHons) Chief Scout Brian Prandle Centre of Excellence
Manager Sicve Weaver Assistamt Centre of Excellence Manager Steve Cooper Sales Manager
Phillip Sadler Community Officer Mark Morris Safety Officer Colin Edwards Groundsmen
Johnny [dwards, Stuart Webber Webmaster Geraint Parry  Administration Sue Fdwards
Madge Pike, Gill Dugan Club Doctors Dr. Keith Park, Dr. Malcolm Greensmith, Dr. Hiyvwel
Hughes Sports Scientist Craig Twist BSc, MSc, Bases Acc. Ex. Phys Sports Psychologist
Katherine Bond BSc, MS¢, Bases Acc. Spon Psychol

@ gap-




